
NEB"ASKAWEATHER & CROPS
For Week Ending May 19, 1991

Issue: 10-91

Released: 5/20/91 - 3:00 p.m.

National Agricultural Statistics Service
U.S. Department of Agriculture
and U.S. Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adme.
National Weather Service

V__AIIIER

Phone: (402) 437-5541

Location: 273 Federal Bldg.

_ AGR ICULTURAL
STATISTICS
SERVICE

P.O. Box 81069

Lincoln, NE 68501

Nebraska Department of Agriculture
Division of Agr'l. Statistics
Cooperative Extension Service

Institute of Agriculture
and Natural Resources--UNL

CROPS (ConL)

The week was wet and warm. Temperatures

averaged four to six degrees above normais. Precipitation

occurred throughout the week with amounts from .13 inch

at Valentine up to 4.22 inches at Norfolk.

GENERAL

Nebraska farmers and ranchers had excellent

fieldwork opportunities for the first part of last week.

Rains and related storm activities on Thursday delayed

fieldwork for most of the remainder of the week statewide.

Crop and some farmstead damage was reported in areas

where hardest hit by the storm. Early week warm

temperatures were very beneficial to crop development and

pasture regrowth.

CROPS

Winter wheat condition was rated at 9% poor, 44%

fair, 45% good, and 2% excellent. Recent rains continue

to benefit most wheat fields. In fields where a previous

lack of moisture caused thin stands, weed control measures

continue. The crop was heading rapidly in many southern

fields, ahead of last year's progress, but behind average.

Corn planting made excellent progress during the

first part of the week reaching 94% completed, ahead of

both last year at 88% and 90% for the 5-year average.
Some early planted corn that hasn't yet emerged has been

replanted while other producers are rotary hoeing to break

the crust in an effort to aid plant emergence.

Spring planting of soybeans and grain sorghum has

begun in earnest in most areas of the State. Soybeans are

30% planted. This compares with 16% last year and 32%

for the average. Sorghum producers have planted 28% of

their acreage to date, ahead of last year at 9% and the 5-

year average at 27%.

Alfalfa producers continue to report evidence of

cloverleaf and alfalfa weevils in a few locations. Condition

of the crop was rated at 1% poor, 29% fair, 56% good, and

14% excellent. This improvement reflects the improved

growing conditions. Wild hay condition also exhibited

improvement and was rated at 1% poor, 34% fair, 52%

good, and 13% excellent.

Soil moisture conditions continued to improve last

week for both topsoil and subsoil moisture supplies.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition also improved and is

currently rated at 85% of normal, in the good to excellent

category. Producers continue to move cattle to summer

pastures, Some areas are still awaiting more sunshine for

improved grass growth.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS STA LAST LAST

AS OF MAY19, 1991 NW I .c I I c I Ec I sw I sc I sE rE WEEK YEAR AVER-AGE

% wheat jointed 76 65 59 69 87 93 100 100 88 67 96 93
% wheat headed 0 16 9 1 5 . 5 76 58 20 0 5 24
% alfalfa first cutting 0 0 0 0 3 2 0 11 l 0 O 5

% corn planted 89 86 88 89 100 98 100 100 94 50 88 90
% corn emerged " 35 20 21 31 63 36 64' 75 44 4 38 4_

% sorghum planted 0 14 24 14 33 6 17 33 28 4 9 27
% sorghum emerged 0 3 3 l 4 1 0 2 2 0 2 6
% soybeans planted 0 10 14 25 33 19 32 51 30 4 16 32

% soybeans emerged 0 O 1 6 7 0 2 19 7 0 2 8
DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
AS OF MAY 17, 1991

Days suitable 4.3 5.0 4.8 4.5 5.2 4.9 5.1 5 1 4.9 3.6 2.6

Tol_od moisture - Short 6 0 0 0 0 0 17 12 4 9 ll

(Percent) - Adequate 70 77 68 85 58 89 83 70 73 78 81
- Surplus 24 23 32 15 42 n 0 18 23 13 8

Sub_od motsture- Short 53 46 21 39 21 67 92 47 44 14 76

(Percent) - Adequate 41 54 79 61 79 33 8 53 55 53 24
- Surplus 6 O 0 O O 0 0 0 l 0 0
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